
Proposed sequence of Y1 & Y2 English activities - Non-Fiction (fact files) 

Activity Y1 Y2 

 
1 

 
Using question marks - 
Tell your child that they are going to learn about sea creatures. They are going to 
read and look at information about different sea creatures and then write some 
fact files about them.  
 
Discuss what you already know about under the sea and sea creatures.  
Discuss what you already know about fact files. 
 
What would you like to find out? 
Write a list of questions you’d like to find the answers to – Don’t forget to 
punctuate every question with a ‘?’ at the end, a capital letter at the beginning 
and finger spaces. 
 

 
Using question marks - 
Tell your child that they are going to learn about sea creatures. They are going to 
read and look at information about different sea creatures and then write a non-
fiction book of fact files.  
 
Discuss what you already know about under the sea and sea creatures.  
Discuss what you already know about fact files. 
 
What would you like to find out? 
Write a list of questions you’d like to find the answers to – Don’t forget to 
punctuate every question with a ‘?’ at the end, a capital letter at the beginning 
and finger spaces.  
Try to think of details you’d like to know e.g. instead of ‘What do sharks eat?’ 
try… Where do sharks find their food? Do they always eat the same prey? Do 
they use any special skills/techniques to catch their food? 
 

 
2 

 
Reading -  
Cut the True/false cards for your child… Ask them to sort them into true and 
false. 
Let your child read as much as they can and only help them if they are struggling. 
 
Look at these under the sea riddles… again let your child read as much as possible 
on their own. Can they work out what they are describing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reading -  
Cut the True/false cards for your child… Ask them to read them and sort them 
into true and false. If it doesn’t make sense, re-read it.  
 
Look at the under the sea riddles… again let your child read them independently. 
Can they work out what they are describing? Can they read them to you?  
 
Can you think of your own riddle to say to someone in your house? Did they get it 
right? 
 
 

 
3 

 
Comprehension -  
Look at some non-fiction books that you have at home and look for the features 
used in them. What do most of them have? (Not all books will have all the 
features) Which have they got to have? 

 
Comprehension -  
Look at some non-fiction books that you have at home and look for the features 
used in them. What do most of them have? (Not all books will have all the 
features) Which have they got to have? 
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(heading, information in sections, photos with labels and/or captions, facts, 
specific vocabulary, amazing facts/did you know box) 
 
Look at the fact cards and read them. Ask your child to read as 
much as possible on their own, and only help them when they 
struggle. 
Then read the questions with your child and they can answer 
them to see if they’ve understood what they have read. If they 
can’t remember, go back to the fact card and read it again to find the answer.   
 
Can you find any words ending in –er/-est, begin with un- or any plurals? (you 
can look for these tomorrow too!) 
 

(heading, sub-headings, information in sections -paragraphs, photos with labels 
and/or captions, facts, specific vocabulary, amazing facts/did you know box) 
 
Look at the fact cards and read them. Ask your child to read them independently. 
Then read and answer the questions to see if they’ve understood what they have 
read. If they can’t remember, can go back to the fact card and read it again to 
find the answer. 
 
Can you find any words ending in –ment/-ful/-ly/-ness/-less, contractions or 
commas? (you can look for these tomorrow too!) 
 

 
4 

 
Research - 
Research the topic of octopuses so you can write a fact file. You 
can use any books you have at home and the internet too.  
Here are some links you might find helpful… 
Octopus video - https://youtu.be/JJ4S9khZKjk  
Y1 Octopus facts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0u6jV9mkFuY  
‘Shark & octopus slide show’ – See resources 
‘The Amazing Octopus’ book – see resources 
 
As you work think about the kind of information you want e.g. 
are you going to write about octopuses in general or pick one 
species?  
Don’t forget an amazing fact too! 
 
Make brief notes of any interesting facts and adjectives – these 
shouldn’t be in sentences, just short ideas or just words e.g. 
‘camouflage – used to hide’ (full explanations are not needed 
when taking notes) 
 
 

 
Research - 
Research the topic of octopuses so you can write a fact file. You can use any books you have at 
home and the internet too.  
Here are some links you might find helpful… 
Octopus video - https://youtu.be/JJ4S9khZKjk  
Y2 Octopus facts - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSyEZAm8nb8  
 ‘Shark & octopus slide show’ – See resources 
‘The Amazing Octopus’ book – see resources 
 
As you work think about the kind of information you want e.g. are you 
going to write about octopuses in general or pick one species?  
Don’t forget your amazing facts too! 
 
Make brief notes of any interesting facts and adjectives – these 
shouldn’t be in sentences, just short ideas or just words e.g. 
‘camouflage – used to hide’ (full explanations are not needed when taking notes) 
 
Use commas list of adjectives 
 
Try to make sure you have enough information so your fact file has lots of detail e.g. not just what 
camouflage is… why and how is it used? Do all octopuses use it in the same way? 
 

   

https://youtu.be/JJ4S9khZKjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0u6jV9mkFuY
https://youtu.be/JJ4S9khZKjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSyEZAm8nb8
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5 Writing a fact file –  
 

1. Write a heading (title for the fact file) 
2. Help your child to write an introduction – just a brief sentence that 

explains what an octopus is. 
3. Write your facts in sections – with a sub-heading for each so the reader 

will know what it’s about. 
4. Write an interesting or unusual fact for the Amazing Fact Box 
5. Draw at least one picture or print off a photo and write labels or captions 

for it. 
 

Make sure you are using… 
- capital letters, full stops and finger spaces 
- ‘and’ to join ideas 
- Practicing your sentences out loud before writing them down 

 
 

Writing a fact file –  
 

1. Write a heading (title for the fact file) 

2. Help your child to write an introduction – just a brief sentence that 

explains what an octopus is. 

3. Write your facts in sections – with a sub-heading for each so the reader 

will know what it’s about. 

4. Write an interesting or unusual fact for the Amazing Fact Box 

5. Draw at least one picture or print off a photo and write labels or captions 

for it. 

 
Make sure you are using these features that you’ve practiced in school… 

- Practicing your sentences out loud before writing them down 
- Re-read to check for any errors that end correcting 
- Use expanded noun phrases, with commas, to describe the octopuses 

(e.g. use 3 adjectives in one sentence… One of the dogs is brown, spotty 
and scruffy.) 

- Use these words to extend your sentences e.g. when, if, that, because, 
or, and, or but  

 

 
6 

 
Research - 
Research any sea creatures you’d like to use in your fact file. 
You could write about a different animal under each sub-heading, so choose a 
few creatures to research. OR you could write about one creature in more detail 
(like the octopus) 
 
Use books and the internet… there’s also some information for today’s activity in 
resources. 
 
https://www.raz-
kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/55/resource/listen_book/from/quizroom/lightwin
dow/read  - this is a link to an online book. Its free but you have to register to see 
it. (It is not essential for the work if you’d rather not)  
 
Make notes as you did in activity 4. 

 
Research - 
Research any sea creatures you’d like to use in your fact file book.  
You will write about a different animal on each page, so choose a few creatures 
to research. 
 
Use books and the internet… there’s also some information for today’s activity in 
resources. 
 
Make notes as you did in activity 4. 
 

https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/55/resource/listen_book/from/quizroom/lightwindow/read
https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/55/resource/listen_book/from/quizroom/lightwindow/read
https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/55/resource/listen_book/from/quizroom/lightwindow/read
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7 

 
Designing & introduction – Fact file card -  
 
Design a ‘back cover’ for your card (like the back of a playing card, but bigger!). 
Make sure the title represents the contents e.g. ‘Sea Creatures’/’What lives 
under the sea?’ rather than ‘animals’. 
 
Also ensure that the picture represents the contents well too.  
 
Write a short introduction that briefly describes what the card is about. E.g. 
answer what is a crab? This should be in a section next to or under the heading. 
 

 
Designing & writing –  fact file book -  
 
Design a front cover for your book. Make sure the title represents the contents 
e.g. ‘Sea Creatures’/’What lives under the sea?’ rather than ‘animals’. 
 
Also ensure that the picture on the front represents the contents well too.  
 
Write a short blurb that briefly describes what the book is about. E.g. answer 
what is a sea creature? Write this on a separate piece of paper so you can add it 
to the back of your book when you’re finished. 
 

 
8 

 
Beginning to write the fact file card -  
Choose a creature and use your notes to create a fact file. 
Recap all the non-fiction and writing features you’ve looked at in the previous 
activities and don’t forget to use them in your writing. 
 
Write this as independently as you can after you’ve talk it through with your 
grown-up.  
Don’t rush, you’ll finish this tomorrow! 
 
Use these non-fiction features – 
heading, information in sections, photos with labels and/or captions, facts, 
specific vocabulary, amazing facts/did you know box 
 
 
Make sure you are using… 

- capital letters, full stops and finger spaces 
- ‘and’ to join ideas 
- Practicing your sentences out loud before writing them down 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Beginning to write the fact file book -  
Choose a creature and use your notes to create a detailed fact file. 
Recap all the non-fiction and writing features you’ve looked at in the previous 
activities and don’t forget to use them in your writing. 
 
Write this independently after you’ve talk it through with your grown-up.  
Don’t rush, you’ll finish this tomorrow! 
 
Use these non-fiction features – 
heading, sub-headings, information in sections -paragraphs, photos with labels 
and/or captions, facts, specific vocabulary, amazing facts/did you know box 
 
 
Make sure you are using these features that you’ve practiced in school… 

- Practicing your sentences out loud before writing them down 
- Re-read to check for any errors that end correcting 
- Use expanded noun phrases, with commas, to describe the octopuses 

(e.g. use 3 adjectives in one sentence… One of the dogs is brown, spotty 
and scruffy.) 

- Use these words to extend your sentences e.g. when, if, that, because, 
or, and, or but  
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9 

 
Finish writing the fact file card -  
Continue yesterday’s work. 
 
If you’ve already finished one fact file… write another. 
 

 
Finish writing the fact file book -  
Continue yesterday’s work. 
 
Make sure you have at least 4 fact files. 
 

 
10 

 
Self-evaluating & correcting -  
Check your work to make sure you have used all the non-fiction features and all 
the writing features you’ve been practicing.  
Make sure it makes sense and make changes where needed. 
 
If you have done more than one fact file card, create a contents card using card 1 
card 2, instead of page 1 page 2 etc. 
If you’ve only done one card but would still like to make a contents card – just 
write down the sea creatures you would have used on the other cards.  
 

 
Self-evaluating & correcting -  
Check your work to make sure you have used all the non-fiction features and all 
the writing features you’ve been practicing.  
Make sure it makes sense and make changes where needed. 
 
Once you are happy, you need to write a contents page and a glossary (in 
alphabetical order) on separate pages.  
 
Try an index page too for extra challenge – but it must be in alphabetical order! 
 
Finally, put your book together – don’t forget the blurb from earlier this week! 
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Activity 2 – true or false 

A shark sleeps on the 

sea bed. 

A shark swims and sleeps at 

the same time. 

Dolphins eat chicken. Dolphins eat other fish. 

A flat fish is not flat. A flat fish is flat. 

Most of the Earth is 

covered in land. 

Most of the Earth is covered 

in oceans and seas.  
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Sharks do not have 

teeth. 

Sharks have lots of sharp 

teeth. 

Sea cucumbers are 

vegetables. 

Sea cucumbers are 

animals. 

Dolphins are not very 

clever. 
Dolphins breathe air. 

Female seahorses carry 

the eggs. 

Male seahorses carry the 

eggs.  
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Activity 2 - Riddles cards 
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Activity 5 - Fact file template ideas     

You can put the boxes/sections where you like on your fact file… here 

are a couple of ideas… 

Y1 challenge 

 

You can change the sub-headings to suit your information. 
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Y1 challenge (if using 1 page) Y2 challenge (if over 2 pages) 
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Example of a completed fact file 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


